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EXODUS XVII. 14, 15, 16. 


find the Lorn faid unto Mofes, write this 
for a memorial in a book and rehearfe it in 
‘the ears of Fofhua ; for I will put out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven 


. And Mofes built an altar, and called the name 


of iz JEHOVAH-N1SSI. 


For he faid, becaufe the Lorv hath fworn, 
that the Lorv will have war with Atti- 
alek, from generation to generation. — 


\% OD is known, in a meafure, to all Maite 
kind, by the judgments which hé exe- 
cuteth in all the earth ; and hath dire@- 


ed us to remember that we magnify his 
work which men behold. 


And though we the off-fpring of God, and un. 
der his fatherly direction, cannot by. fearching 
find out the ALmieury unto perfection ; yet by 
a careful attention to the works of creation and 
providence, God’s hand in both, is clearly ee "a 

oe ut 
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* But our own obfervation is limited by the fhort 
term of human life, and admits only of {mall im- 
provements : it is, therefore, by comparing our 
_-own imperfect experience, with the information 
we receive from thofe who have pafled the ftage , 
of action before us, that we gain a more compre; 
henfive view of Divine conduct towards mankind, 
And fyéceeding ages may recéive additjonal light 
in the ways of God, by a faithful teftimony of the 
Lorp’s doings in our times. | 


We will not, therefore, hide them from our 

children, but fhew the generations to come, the 

raifes of the Lord—his ftrength and the wonder- 
1 works that he hath done. 


_ ‘This is the fpecial end of our religions affem« 
bly this day. © ae 


Andnotwithftanding darkintervening clouds,we 
have yet jut caufe, cordially to join in that divine 
Anthem of praife : Tue Lorp REIGNETH, LET 
THE EARTH REJOICE. 


But though the voice of nature and reafon is 
fufficient to render all men inexcufable, who re- 
ynain ignorant of Divine fuperintendence ; yet it 
_ is by the facred {criptures, given by infpiration 
from the Father of lights, that the paths of Divine 
Providence are more clearly laid open before us, 
and we are aflured, both of the unlimited extent, 
and rectitude of God’s government, 


And I think we may fafely prefume, that the 
Divine condué towards the people of Ifrael, in 
their various conne@ions, fo minutely recorded, 16 
aefigned to reprefent the general courfe of God’§ 

Fes Providencéy 
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Providence, in all ages of the world. For God is 
the fame, and changeth not, 


Unlefs we admit this fuppofition, the hifto- 
rical part of the old teftamient muft appear lef 
profitable to us for correction and inftruction in 
righteoufnefs. But if confidered as written pring 
cipally with this view, that part of God’s holy 
word may indeed, be a light to our feet and a lamp 
to our path, 


- We are here taught in particular, the interpo- 
fition of Divine Providence,in wars and fightings 
among men, which proceed immediately from 
their brutal lufts ; and are aflured that he to whom 
vengeance belongeth, has not failed, to repay the 
loffes—and innocent blood wantonly fhed by ag- 
greffors, in thefe accurfed conflicts. Thus in the 
inftance before us : 


The righteous Judge among the nations, having 
determined, in his juft difpleafure, to obliterate 
the name of the deftroyer of his people, enjoined 
his fervant Mofes, to enter his righteous purpofe 
upon their records, that it might be tranfmitted 
to all fucceeding generations—as a terror to evil 
doers, and ge to the oppreffed: As in our 
text, which I fhall repeat, 


** And the Lord faid unto Mofes, write this for 
2 memorial in a book, and rehearfe it in the ears 


of Jofhua, for I will put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. 


And Mofes built an altar, and called the name | 
Of it Jenovan-Niss1, ee 
; 4 Fer re 
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For he faid, becaufe the Lord hath fedrn, that 
~ ghe Lord will have war with Amalek, from gene- 
ration to. generation.” 


Several things are obfervable in thefe words, 
taken in their connection, which are applicable te 
the prefent occafion : As, 


. I. The unjuft and cruel attack,made by the Ae 
malekites, upon the camp of Ifracl. 


It isfaid v. 8, Then came Amalek, and fought 
with Ifrael, 


_ That this war was unjuft on the part of Ama- 
lek, is implied in the punifhment threatned by the 
Supreme Judge, and is alfo evident from the cir- 
cumftances which attended it. 


The Ifraclites, miraculoufly . delivered from 
Egyptian bondage, were now beginning their 
march towards the promifed land—incumbred 
with their families—the infant-——the aged, and in- 
firm—their numerous flocks and herds, and: fub- 
ftance of every kind ; and fo muft be in a condi- 
tion very unfit for defence, and utterly unprepar- 
ed for an offenfiye war. . 


This incumbred camp, was expofed as an eafy 

rey to an armed force: and it muft be fuppofed 
that the Amalekites, made this cruel attack with 
the fordid view of plunder. 


._ From this infatiable luft_of unrighteous gain, 

Wars and fichtings—deftruétion and bloodfhed, 

_ from the beginning, have arifen, in all ages and 
ey COUNLTIES, 
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countries, fo that from a paradife, this earth, and 
particularly our land, is become a field of blood! 


Amalck was not of the number of the nations, 
~ awhofe land Hrael, by a divine grant, was now go-) 
ing to poflefs, which probably they might know, 
from the public declarations. made by God to his 
people, from the days of Abraham ; thereforg 
they could not plead their own future ‘fecurity i in 
juftification of this horrid act of violence. 


If we fhould fuppofe, this rapacious band was 
invited—urged, and even conduéted, by fome 
abandoned Hiraelites, who expected to be fharers 
in the plunder of their brethren : Alafs! the fup- 

pofition may be juftified, by too many flagrang 
iniaiceda in our times, and even at this day. 


Tell it ar in Gath ! 


But however. this was, we are affured, the war 
on the part of the aggreflors, was unjuft and a dar- 
ing affront offered to the God of the armies of 
Hrael, under whofe immediate banner, they were. 
peaceably marching to their promufed ret, =: 


And it appears that this daring violence wag — 
attended with daftardly cruelty and favage bar~ 
barity : Their attack was not with martial brave- 
ry, in face of day ; but made by a fkulking am- 
bufcade, and upon that part of ine camp leaft ca 
pable of defence, 


Thus it is faid, Deut. xxv, 17, “R émembetaatad 


Amalek did unto thee by the way when ye were = 


come forth out of Egypt, how he met thee by the — 
way, aad {mote the hindermoft of thee, even aj} 
e » fhabe 


¢ 
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that were fecble behind thee, “when thou waft 
faint and weary, and feared not God.” 


It is not of importance, that we know the orj- 
gin of this accurfed people, whofe latter end, has 
long fince perifhed; from the earth. ~ Fac 


The facred hiftory leads us to fuppofe them to — 
be a branch of the family of Efau, which was fe- 
parated from the ftock of the Edomites, and form- 
ed into a diftiné ftate, or rather band of robbers, 
under duke Amalek mentioned Gen. xxxvi. 16. 
Amalek is there faidv. 12, to be the fon of the: 
concubine of Eliphaz, who was Efau’s fon ; and» 
from him probably, this devoted people derived 
their name. * But however this may be, their. 
name only remains, as amonument of God’s juit 
indignation againft the people who delight in war. 


Which leads us to obferve from the words, 


Idly. The manifeft tokens of God’s righteous 
difpleafure, againft the Amalekites, for their vi0- 
lence offered to Ifrael. 


«The righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs,” and 
his foul ‘«abhorreth the bloody and deceitful man.” 
<<‘ Vengeance is mine, I will repay faith the Lord.”*. 


This was, in part, immediately executed, by the 
hand of fofhua, and the chofen bands of Iirael,, 
who it is faid, “ difcomfited Amalek with the edge 
of the fword.” Yet a day of full recompence is 
here threatned, when God will pour out his wrath 
upon them to the uttermott, and blot out the re- 
membrance of Amalek from under — ‘ 
i n 


* See alfo 1 Chron. i.-g5, 
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And we may here join with the Angel of the 
waters, Rev. xvi. 5, and fay, “‘ Thou art righte. 
“ous O Lord—becaufe Thou haft judged thus. 
’ For they have fhed the blood of thy fervants and 
thou haft given them bloed to drink, for they are 

worthy.” : 


For though God, who at one view comprehends 


~~ all events, over-rules the finful a@ions of intelli- 


gent beings, fo as to accomplith the wife purpofes 
of his providence and grace; yet this doth not, in 
any degree, extenuate their guilt, nor free the fin« 
ner from threatned punifhment. 


God, the fupreme ruler, ftri@ly requires obedi- . 


ence to his laws, which are all hike their Divine 
Author, holy, juft, wife and good. 


Sin is a tranfgreflion of the law of God; and as, 
contrary to his nature and will, He muft behold 
all fin and finners, in that character, with the great- 
eft abhorrence. And Godinno other fenfe can be 
faid to permit fin, but this only ; that he doth not 


by his power, interpofe, to reftrain the finner from © 


the commiflion of it. 
Can it then, from this, be juftly inferred ? or 
_willany weak arrogant mortal prefume to affert, 
that a being of infinite purity, is the author or 
efficient caule of the fins, and even murders, men 
commit ?—-Gop FORBID !— oe 


God, the common Father of mankind; parti- 
gularly, from the beginning, guarded the lives of 
men, by an exprefs law, enforced with this awful 


fan¢ction— Whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by man r 


fall: his blood be fhed.”"—-And to {trike the greater 
awe 5 


~ 
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aave : it is added, * forin thei image of God madé 
he him.” 


_ God this, 7 the plaineft manner, | Rae his 
tutter. abhorrence of the unnatural crime of murder 
in every inflance. War, on the part of aggref- 
fors, is 4 bold attémpt td murder with peculiar 
aggravations. < Every battle of the warrior is: with 
confufed noife and gatments rolled in bloed.”-—— 
Here men are often murdered by thotiands, with« 
out diflin&ion of charaéter-age-or fem. -3 


_ Shail net i righteous God, atid seit che viGk 
for theie things, fhall not his foul be pe on 
fuch anation as this? = 


~ And God to whorii vengeance belongeth, hath 
in this cafe, entrufted man, in parts with the €Xc- 
tution of i it. Te 


Thole words st: Whofo eedldees mane oC 
by man fhall his blood be fhed”’, are not to be con: 
fidered as a bare permiffion, but :a pofitive com- 
mand; obliging all to endeavour to cut of seek: 
inhuman mniters from the earth. , 


This renders: it evident, that a defenfive war is 
Rot only lawful, but {pecially enjoined by the 
Lord of Hofts, “when other means fail to. pro- 


cure fecurity: 


It is then according to the prayer of Solomon, 

& Chron. ‘vis-34. That a people go out to war 

againft their enemies, by the way that God wilh 

fend them } With a view to execute the divine. 

jaw, in cutting off men of blood, And where the: 

igws of civil fociety do not extend, the fword of: 
jufices 
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juice, in the hands.of men, in every other way,) 
is borne in vain. ; 


And.thus Mofes, in the inftance before us, di- 
tected Jothua, to “‘choofe out men, and go fight 
with Amalek.” And in like inftances, a curfe is 
denounced againft the man that withholdcth his 
hand from {hedding blood—~and even on him that 
doth this work of the Lord negligently. This 
indeed, is not to be done, in any inttance, merely 
from a {pirit of revenge, but as aéting under a 
divine warrant, to take away the life forfeited 
into the hands of God, 


Shosking thought !~That fo many of the hu- 
man race, who are all of one blood, and amply 
provided for by their common parent, fhould 
- thus, from paflion--pride--luft of gain--and lawlefs 
dominion--render themfelves a curfe to the world, 
and be accurfed of God and man. 


And though few comparatively, in any age, 
among the moft uncultivated of mankind, have 
fo far loft all feelings of humanity, as openly 
to juftify private murders $ yet frequent in-. 
fiances are not wantin 8, among cellective bodies, 
or nations profefling civility, and even chriftianity, 
who glory in public flaughters ; and- arrogantly 


boatt of their power, to trample under feet the . 
lives and liberties of their fellow mortals, and 


‘wantonly {port in their deftruétion. * 


But though hand join in hand, yet fuch eae 


morfelefs workers of iniquity fhall not always go 


unpuoihed. He that is higher than the higheft - 


> 


of 


* See Burgoyne’s letter to Tom :<-om the deftruftion of 
Chadefown, | ~ J 


eS —_ 


aes 


“a men regardeth.. The Lord is a man of war, 
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the Lord is his name. He breaketh the bows of 


the mighty men ; and they who are girded with 
firength itumble and fall. As he did Amalek, 
the God of armies will fcatter the people that 
delight im war. 


Illdly, We may here obferve ;. that Mofes 
afcribes to God the glory of their prefent deliver- 
ance, and confides in the divine promife of fully 
avenging their wrongs, perpetrated by cruel op- 
preflors. 


Tt is here faid, “* Mofes built an altar and called 
the name of it JeHovan-Nrs si, (i.e. the Lord my — 
banner.) Vor he faid, becaufe the Lord hath: 
{fworn, that the Lord will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation.” 


Salvation is of the Lord, and whoever= are ~ 
inftruments of our fafety, we muft religioufly 
afcribe the glory and victory to the Lord of Holts, _ 
the thield ot our defence, and great deliverer. 


me 
vi niet 3 


Mofes had now nothing more to fear from this) 
infidious fae, fince the God of armies, had efpouf-- 
ed their caufe : and though the great fhepherd of 
Ifracl deferred the final execution of his: wrath 
ee their enemies, for many generations ; yet: 
through faith in the promife, this man of. God,” 
could devoutly facrifice on his .altar of praife, as, 
feeing him who is invifible.---lf God be for us, 
who can be againit us ? 


In his difpenfations toward public focicties, 
_ efpecially, as in the prefent inflance---God is faid 
to vifit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil. 
: dren, 
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dren, in fucceeding generations : but this inférs 
no impeachment of divine juftice, or veracity : as 
this extends to thofe children only, who tread in 
the wicked fteps of their forefathers, and fo ap- 
prove their evil deeds, and become partners in 
their guilt. Of this character was the generation 
of the Jews in our Saviours day, of whom he fays, 
by their own crucl murders, they juftly brought 
upon themfelves the guilt and punifhment of all 
the innocent blood, thed by their forefathers. . 


and thus frequent mention is made, in the fa 
cred hiltory, of Amalck, in following ages, as 
confederate with othe: nations, in their wars 
againit Ifrael, which is an evidence, that at the 
time of the utter deftruction of that people, they 
perithed, in their own perfonal guilt, and not pro- 
perly for their fathers crimes. 


IVthly and Laftly, We may obferve in the words, 


the direction given by God to Mofes, to perpe- 


tuate the remembrance of thefe things. 


‘And the Lord faid unto Mofes, write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearfe it in the tars 
of Jofhua.”? 


Jofhua in particular as Captain of the hoft, and 
even the whole congregation were fully acquaint- 
ed with this tragical event, it was even imprefied_ 
on their hearts, in charaéters of blood! 


But God requires his wonderful works, both 
of mercy and judgement, to he fought out, kept in 


mind, and faithfully tranfmitted to fucceeding — 


| generations, 
Impreflions 


© 


ae 
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Impreflions made by the moit firiking events 
are impaired by time, unlefs renewed by repeated 
reflection : And faithful records, are the only fure 
conveyance of paft events to pofterity : hereby 
the dealings of God with the fathers, are made 
known to their defcendants, after they have been 
for ages filent in the dutt. ! 


“Mofes therefore, by divine command publithed the 
«Vents of that important day for a memorial, both 
to the prefent and after generations —Not merely 
as hiftorical facts, or for amufement, but to promote 
practical godlinefs > in the following inftances. 


} Firft, This memorial would forever tend to 
excite the praife of that people to God for his 
mercy to them, in that day of difirefs. 


God fuffered a cruel enemy, unawares to invade 
the camp of Hracl, thus unprepared for defence ; 
but yet with an eye of tendernefs, beheld their, 
helpleis ftate---and animated, and fucceeded his 
people, in repelling the violence of their foes ; and 
though fome fell victims to their,rage, he caufed 
the remainder of their wrath to praife his great 
Name. 


And this deliverance is included ia that fong 
of praife, uttered many ages following. See 
Pfal. cxxiv. “If it had not been the Lord whe 
was on our fide may Ifracl now fay~ When men 
rofe up againft us, then had they fwallowed us up 
quick---when their wrath was kindled againft us---. 
then the proud waves had gone over our foul— 
Bleffed be the Lord, who hath not given us a prey” 
to their teeth.” 3 

- Secondly, 
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~ Secordly, Again, the memory of the diftrefies 
of thar day would tend, in all ages, to the humir 
. Ration of this God’s covenant people, 


Public calamities, though brought upon a pede 
ple by the hands of wicked and unreafonable 
men, may alwatys be confidered, as divine corregtir. 
eas for prevailing Sns. : 


It is faid,v.3,** the people murmured” came “Thea 
‘eame Amalek and fought with Iiael.’? & 


Ifraei was now called by God, to take up arms 
againk violent men ; and, at the fame time, by 
this awakening providence, manifeitly called te 
deep humiliation for their vile ingratitude, in 
murmuring againft Mofes, and in efect again& God. 


And the fame fuceeffive civil fociery, when they 
read their fathers public diftrefies,might be aflured, 
that their ways were difpleafing to God; an 
thereby receive inftryction, to walk more ciyenmyg 
f{pectly and humbly before the Lerd, 


And in this fenfe we may gonkftertly undere 
ftand the confeflions of this people, frequently 
made betore Ged, not only of their own fins, bug 
aifo of the fins of their fathers. ~See Pfal. cyi.--+ 
<6 We have fianed with our fathers, we have com> 
mitted {aiquity---Qur fathers underiteod net thy 
wonders in Egypt, they remembered not the mul- 
titude of thy mercigs”---**They fang his praile,they 
{oon forgat his works, $c," 2 etree 


Thirdly, This written memorial,was defigned for 
an evidence, when the deltructionof the Amales - 
isites thould be fully execited, that it was from 

e. sien God 


~ 
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God, and a juft punishment, for the part they. had. 
acted inthis cruel war. — a 


God, for wife reafons, was pleafed to defer the 
final execution of this terrible threatning for near- 

ly the fpace of four hundred years; and then to. 
employ-his injured people in the execution of it.- 
And they might otherwife have been induced to 

aferibe the victory to themfelves. 


BAL nog wad 
But Goel by. this. record, gave full information, 
to all fueceeding ages, that the war was his---That 
in the deftruction of Amaleck, he was: making in- 
quifition fer blood, and that his right hand and 
Holy arm’ gave the victory. "7 0 SS ee 


. Though the long-fuffering of God, is. often. 
fhewn towards men of blood: yet he never for- 
gets their cruelty to his people.» Pors¢ thus faith 
the Lord of hofts,’”? 1Sam, xv,2. ¢¢ remember that. 
which Amalek did to Ifrael, how he laid wait for 
him in the way, when he came up from Egypt.”. 


Fourthly, The memorialot thisevent,would teach 
individuals the vanity of all earthly profpects.— 


° Asa people, the children of Ifracl had a never 
failing’ promife of the land. ef Canaan, and each. 
pne had raifed expectations of being, in a dhort 
time, fixed in the fulland quiet pofleffion of thew 
portion of it. 7 

-But alafs! a number-were here, by the hand. 
of violence, fuddenly cut off in their paffage, and 
their expectation perifhed from the earth, 

~~ And-thus have we, with, the moft tender fym- 

-- pathy, in the courfe of this baleful war, oe the” 
rifing 
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rifing hopes of particular perfons and families, in 
this place, and. through the ik ina moment 
deftroyed. il ager 


Fifthlys Once more; °'This memorial,would na- 
turally lead this people, i in all future conflicts, to 
repofe their truft'in the God of the armies of 
Iirael. Pat experience of divine aid, gives-energy’ 
to faith and prayer and fortitude in the day of 
battle: For God is the fame, and his mercy en- 
dureth forever. 


Andthisfevere threatnin i conical “byanoath, 
that theLord,will have war withAmaleck from gene-" 
ration to generation” manifeftsGod’s utter abhor’ 
rence of all offenfive wars ; and alfo impties, a gene- 
ral promife to Ifracl, and every like injured people, 
throughout all ages, of fuccour and defence. . 


ai 


‘So that we in this land, with Ifrael of old, have’ 
a divine warrant to fay,— »~— * Rejoice O ye nations. 
with his people, for the Lord will avenge the 
bloed of his people, and will render- recompence 
to his adverfaries, and will be merciful to his land, 
and tohis people.” Deut. xxxii, 43. 


Here let us make a fhort paufe +———And may 
all the people ffy AMEN ! : 


_And_ now brethren of the ftock of New- -Engs 
land ; ; what has been fuggéfted: from: thé divine : 
oracles, direéts our attention to the oceafion of this. 
anniverfary : which’ is for a memorial of the tra- 
gical commencement of the prefent unjuit and - 
unnatural war : and particularly the amnocent 
blood cruelly fhed at the doors of this heute- 
And the confequent murders, and ravages perpe. 

* trated 


ao ”—Ss« Be widlent defroyed s 


trated ‘by Britith troops, oh that black and ever 
memorable day April. ninetecnth, one thoniand 


feven hundred, feventy-five ! 


With relaance, we renew the oricef of beréiv- 
éd frietids, ftill in tears, for their deceafed, whofe 
garments, were here rolled in blood —and 
Which froth this fonrée, has awfully, ftreamed 
through the landss-The guilt of which we truit, 
the earth will not long cover. res 


The prefent peneration, in this town and neigh- 
ourhood, need fo infermation, of what their 
weeping eyes then faw-.-their ears heard---and 
their picréed heart endured; on that never to be 
forgotten day---The horrid feenc, “is inftamped. 
upon all our breafis, in churadiers of blood ¢ 


A fuimtiary of thofe rf effets of Britith wan- 
fon: and’unbridled rage, you have faithfully pub- 
lithed, * for a memorial-to the generations, yet to 
be bofnij, and we may be fure, a jul and compafii- 
onate God remembers, what unfeeling Britons. 
then did 


Happy for this land! and may we not fay, 
happy; for abandoned, and now, detefed Britain, 
if their deftru@ions had been limited to that awtuk 
tlay---That we had feen no more of our dwellings 
and fourilhiig towns ih flames; and the flain of 
the Lord greatly multiplied. 


But théitgh God in his holy providence, has 
fot, to this ume, feen At to itill the enemy and the 
avenger 3 
% Se the Rev. Mr. Clerk's printed fermon, and narrative <= 
If the Rev. Mr. Gordon’s letter to a gentleman in Englans, 
bublifhed in this Rare. 


and opprcJed delivered. ay 


avenger; et bleffed be his name, he “hath tiot. 
delivered us up to the will of thofe, whofe tender 
Mercies arc cruelty. Bi 3s3ans 


We gratefully on this day of remembranceswith 
Mofes of old, bow before the altar of our God, 
and offer the facriiice of praife to Fehovah-Niffiy 
the Lord our banner, who was a prefent help in: 
that day of trouble. 


_ To accomplith their unjuft and cruel purpofes; 
the treacherous foe, like evening wolves greedy of 
prey, and hungry ‘ions from their dens, crept outy 
of Bofton* threugh a by-way, in the dark and: 
filent night, that unfeen and unawares, they might. 
jay waite and deftroy. 


_ But the Almighty Keeper of Ifrael, who never. 
socobeseth to their furprize, brought their hid. 
iden countels fo far to light, thata few of our brave 
militia, from adjoining towns, had time to colleét, 
and by God’s afiiftance, turned the enemy’s boatted: 
victory, into.a thameful fight. Sasryt 


Not into us O Lord---riot unto us, but to thy 
glorious name be all the praife. 


And a teview of this calamitous war, from that. 
woful day to the prefent, through two fucceflive — 
revolving year's, aflotds. us much occafion to fing 
of merey, as well as judgment before the Lord. 


And fhall any of us now; from the continued 
and vaunting threats of a determined enemy, 
defpond ? and fay God hath caft away this peo. 
ple.---God forbid / The 


* While the town, on the land fide, was open, and the troops ’ 
Supplicd wiih freth provifioas from the COURLEY 2 sini io ies i: 
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The Lord hath been our’ dwelling place; in ath 
paft gencrations : and his-hand is not thortned 
thatit cannot fave. 6 4 


We cannot, on this occafion, in filence ' pats over 
the wonders God has wrought for this people of 
old, which we have heard with our ears, and our: 
fathers have told us. ’ 


“Driven from their native, and’ otherwife ae 
lightful abode, by the iron rod of oppreflion, thofe 
worthies efcaped into this land, the face of which’ 


- was then, overfpread with thick darknefs : Ex- 


. 


pecting to find here, in a pilgrimage ftate, a fecure’ 
retreat from perfecution, prifon, and death. 


But while,beginning % a new fettlement they" were 
neceffarily i involved in peculiar diftrefs, from fa» 
mine,nakednefs, andfavagealarms: TYRANNY, 
the great red dragon, fo called, Rev. xii3. caft _ 
out of his mouth water, asa flood to deftroy them, 
by endeavouring to. fubvert their * fiiprlated 
claim to their then unfettled inheritance. But in/ 
the fame figurative flyle, ‘the carth helped the 
woman. 


The civil warsin England, though diftrefling 
to the nation, and the deferved fate of the king, 
pave our fathers a temporary rclief, till a had 


taken root in the land. 
But 


* The kings patent to the emigrants, in fri€inefs, was no 
more then a general quit-claim of his pretended right to thefe. 
lands, from a pastial difcovery of the coafts; and an engage~ 
ment that they woild reaeive no moleftation. from him, his. 


‘fucceflors, &c. in the free poifeilion of them, 


Our fathers fairly purchafed the lands of the aboriginal natives, 
the only rightful owners, and under them, we now hold, and not 
the Pope's graat to chtiflian’ px inves, : 
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+ But the reftoration of monarchy, 1660, opened - 
the flood gates toevery vice fupported by royalex=- 
ample and arbitrary power: ourcharter foon fell a. 
facrifice. to defpotic will; and our fathers, then 
faw their rights trampled upon by an. Andros, as 
we have feen ours of late by a Gage and an Howe, 


There was indeed, at that day, in the Britith 
nation, virtue fuflicient, to dethrone the tyrant; 
glorious indeed, might the revolution have been,” 
af the root of ‘tyranny had perifhed with that: 
corrupt branch, > = 


- Monarchy, though under flipulated limitations, . 
is pregnant with we.---A crown with its prerogas. 
tives and pomp, will foon darken the wifeft head, 
and corrupt thefoundett heart,and by it’s influence, 

rile fuperior to controul, ieee econ 


The revolution gave prefent redrefs, but the? 
principles of it were never carried into full effect, . 
in Britain ; and our liberties, from that period, 
by patents, greatly abridged, 


' The charter, we received from King Williams 
brought, in the face of it,fome appearance of libers 
ty and fafety---But in its conftitution, were the 
feeds of deftruction, oe 


' The chief magiftrate, was not of out own’ 
choice, but his appointment and continuance in’ 
oflice depended upon the royal pleafure, and his? 
adminiftrations,in effect, upon fecret and arbitrary’ 
Inftructions. : : ss 


. “His negative upon our choice of counfellora; 
and all acts of-aflembly : his power affumed, tg 
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remove, adjourn, prorogue and diffolve the Ge. 
neral Court at his will—his undue inflnence, in 
ali civil appointments——and his fole direction and 
command of the military ; muft, in cilect, leave 
ws only the bare name of libcrty- et % 


A governor, thus detached from the commu- 
nity, over which he is commiflioned to prefide, 
and dependent upon the crown, or rather a 
venal officer of ftate,. for his political exiftence; . 
inftead gf being a father to the peeple, is laid 
under ftreng@ temptations, for felf-fecurity, to 
act the part of a vile informer. And experience 
of late has wofully taught us, that our own coun- 
_ try-men, in this commiftion, have been the moi 
ative by every bafe infinuation, to effet our 
defirudion, 


In addition to this oppreflive power, given to 
his fubftirute, the Britifh King challenged: aright, 
within a limited time, at his pleafure, to vacate 
all laws paffed by our Affembly, 


And the parliament affumed a lawlefs power, 
flely'to confine and regulate our trade and manu- 
fa&ures at their will... 

“To thefe growing oppreflions, our fathers and 
we have, for near acentury paft, fabmitted with-- 
out refiftance, though not withent complaints in 
agreat meafure ineffectual: fll hoping, that though 
equity failed, common intereft might operate for 
' . opr rehef,. 

But alafs! in the prefent reign, our troubles 
haye rapidly arifen toa crifis.—A diftretling mols 


©The eruel Port-Bill appears to have been plan’d upon Nero’ 
wifs—Tat Rome had but one neck, 
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@ur chief harbour blocked up<.and fhat the fha- 
dow of liberty might no Jonger amufe us, our 
delufive charter fet afide.---Councellors--judgege 
jurors, and all other officers of power, in effect, 
bribed 3 and murder countenanced by Law ! 


And as if, with the afpiring man of fin, they 
thought themfelves exalted to the throne of the 
Moft High ; the parliament ordain, that they 
have a right, to make laws, binding on America, 
in all cafes whatfever, 2 


This is a right, which no created being can jut. 
ly challenge, it belongs only to God omnipotent ; 
and it would be the higheft treafon, and rebellion 
againit him who is King of kings, for us tamely te 
{ubmit to this unjuft andimpious claim of Britons, 


_, Worms of the duit, like ourfelves, 


“Surely our voluntary conceffion, to this unwar- 
rantable demand, would be a practical declaration 
of our readinefs, to go and ferve other gods. Falfe 


deities, which our fathers groaned under ; bug 
refufed to ferve, on the other fide of the food. 


To avert the impending ftorm, we reafoned--» 
remonitrated—and entreated : but were rejected, 
svith fupercilious difdain. Conqueft evidently 
appeared to be their bloody deéfign, and fulj 
expectation, 2 


To accomplifh this, an armed force was fent 

tre, to trample us, our rights, laws, and religion, 

undertheir feet. But that the promoters of this de- 

teftable war, (a war, which might excite the feel, 

angs of a favage) = have a colograble prefenge 
4 20D 
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for engaging in it: their licentious troops were 
quartered in our capital : that by continual infults 
they might provoke the multitude to make ree 
iiftance. 3 


But our vain hopes of an accommodation, upon 
equitable terms, and abhorrence of human flaugh- 
ter, reftrained us, under manifold provocations, 
from taking up arms, until] the innocent blood of 
our friends fhed in this place—their dying ago- 
nies—the groans of the wounded—the heart pierc- 
ing diftrefs of the bereaved—and a full fenfe of our 
common danger, awakened thefe ftates unitedly 
to ftand up for their lives, againft a declared ine 
veterate enemy. ; 


And now, I think, it muft evidently appear, to 
every perfon, who is not blinded by fordid inter- 
eft, or under fome fatal prejudice, that the war, 
on our part, is juft ; and that we have been called 
of God, to take up arms, in our neceflary defence, 
and to feperate from Britain Forever. ‘ 


And here, brethren, we may fafely reft our 
caufe—the caufe of our much injured and dif- 
trefled country : for the mghteous Lord loveth 
righteoufnefs, and will, in his time, bring ferth 
judgment unto victory. 


Thefe confiderations, will be our ample fupport 
under the heavy burdens of this diftrefling war— 
relieve us under private lofles—and be an abun« 
dant confolation to parents and friends, mourning 
for their children and relatives, who have fallen iz 
battle—or perifhed in * cruel captivity. Pre 

n 


' Truelty, never pragticed by the Savages of Americ?” 
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_find as God will guard where he fhall lead--- 
This confideration muft animate our vigorous 
youth, cheerfully to engage in this juft and necef= 


= fary caufe---the caufe of God and their country, 


and to march intrepid againft the opprefling foe z 


and undaunted face death, armed with all its 


terrors, where duty calls. ‘Trufting in the great 
Captain of our falvation,who once died, to dettroy 
the lait enemy which is death, and to procure 
peace on earth, and good will towards men, 


We blefs them in the name of God, who thus 
willingly offer themfelves, to the help of the Lord 
and his people againft the mighty : and will not 
ceafe to follow them, wherever they are called, 
with our prayers for the divine prefence and 
blefling. 


The Lord preferve them all, in their going forth 
and coming in, from this time forth, forevermore ! 


And now as a clofe---While we trace the vari- 
eus effects of this unjuft and deftruéctive: war ; 
let us reflect, that our real danger doth not origi- 
nate from the unceafing rage of Britain, or their 
rapacious mercenary allies ; nor from the conti- 
nued traiterous defigns of falfe brethren among 
ourfelves : but from the juft difpleafure of our 
God and Father againft us, for our manifold ofa - 
fences, againfi his law and gofpel. 


For though we dare not confider an infinitely 
jutt and holy God, as agent, in this unjuft war 3 
yet he fuffers it as the rod of his correction, for 
our fins. But is waiting that he may be gracious, 


Let 
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_ Let us all be humbled under his mighty hafid, 
that he may exalt vs ih due time. 
We ate all forward to complain oF need of a 
Eefieral reformation ; but this will have no good 
ctiects; till froth felf conviction, we are brought; 
tacli ore, to fmite upon his breaft, and fay, what 
have I dine? and put away the violence, which 
iS in our own hands: 


Géd has hever caft off a people utterly, till 

ieit Apoftacy bath been nearly univerfal, and 
they; unreclaimable, by the ordinary methods of 
Giviné providence and frace.---God for the fake 
bf teu mghteous perfons, would have {pared the 
confederate cities of Sodom: 


_Wetruft there ate ten thotifinds of this God- 
Bice character, in thefe united ftates: But the 
wile virgins flumbered and flept. Let us awake 
to righteoufnefS, and fin not ; and refolve, for 
barfeivés, and hotifes, that we will ferve the Lord: 
Tn then’ families, efpecially, the influence of pri. 
Wate peifons, may be very great. 

Wat, nitiitally tends té corfopt tingivarded 
youth, both at home, and in the camp. Let us 
ail with the pious patriarch cf old, command our 
thildre® and houfhold to kecp the ways of the 
lord, that he may bring upon us the promifed 


‘blelin gz 


Dir civil tilet’s, How dependent otily on God 
ahd tlie people, we trutt, wall iimprove their exa 
tenfive Authority and example, as a terror to evil — 
Goers, and a praife to them that do well, 

And 
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“And it is required of the Lord’s minifers, who 
glad tidings of peace, to teach tranfgref- 
ors their ways ; that finners may be converted 
to God ; then will glory dwell in our land, and 


upon all the glory, 'God will create a defence. 


The call of Providence, brethren, is particular 
to us of this town and neighbourhood, where the 
furious flames of war firft brake forth, and raged 
with unrelenting deftruction. 


We have the wormwood arid gall deep in rea 
membrance : let our foul be humbled within us. 
And while the defolations of that day of ven-« 
geance are prefent to our view ; let none of us 
think, that our houfes fhall continue for ever, and 


our dwelling places to all generations ; nor vainly’ 


boaft ourfelves of to morrow, for we knew not 
‘what a day may bring forth. 

“And may the loffes we have fultained,excite our 
compaflion and continual prayers for diftant towns 


and ftates, who have fince largely drank of this 


bitter cup of trembling. 


We have this confolation, while we recall to 
thind our griefs : that our friends, murdered b 
the enemy, here fleep quictly in the duft wit 
their fathers, while many others lament the lof& of 
thofe, equally dear to them.---whofe bones are {cat 
tered, at the graves mouth, or have been inhu. 
manly buried, with the burial of an afs, drawn 
and caft forth, 


Our open enemies are now at fome diftance 
from us, and though not free from the alarms of 
war--we hear not, as for years paft, the dread 

thunder 


at ty) ae it 
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thunder from the mouth of their cannon. . Let us 
all witely hearken to the ftill {mall voice of God, in- 
his word: then fhall all thofe who have confpired 
for the deftruétion of this land, foon, with thame, 
as chaff before the wind. be driven far away, no 
moreto return. But let us not return to fin, and 
foolithneds. 


Finally, brethren, whatever may be the event 
of this our glorious ftruggle for liberty and life— 
Death, the king of terrors, is invincibly armed, 
and with 2 quick ftep, advancing towards all of 
us.---In this war there is no difcharge---The grave 
is our houfe---here high and low---rich and poor--« 
bond and free, muit cet for a feafon, lie down 
alike in the duft. 


Many of our dear friends and acquaintance, 
who efcaped the edge of the fword, are fince that 
fatal day, by a natural death, removed into dark. 
nefs.--We fhall go to them. 


Bleffed be God, there is a life immortal, beyond 
the grave.---Let us all, without any farther delay, 
make our peace with God, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and fo fecure a title to the heavenly 
inheritance, which cannot be taken away. ; 


The Son of God, the everlafting King, is now 
fending commiflioners to us, with no delufve terms 
of peace. Let us all by faith repair to his banner, 
and put ourfelves under the fhadow of his Al. 
mighty wings: then fhall we be free indeed. Then 
will he who is mighty to fave be our fhield, while 
in this our militant ftate ;—fupport us in our 
conflict with death, the laft enemy ;~and as 

a 
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i when all that fleep in the du 

erfull call, fhall come forth---whil 
gs, great captains, and mighty opprefiors. 
in vain ftrive to hide their guilty heads, un 
rocks and He will raife us to hi 
throne--To everlafting peace and glory, in h 

Heavenly Kingdom. ae = 
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